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ISBR2022 Plenary Sessions overview 
  

Plenary session I: Ensuring social license for bio-innovation 

 
Rapid advances are being made in the field of modern biotechnology, and as is true for many new 
technologies, there remains uncertainty associated with public acceptance, policy development, 
and global adoption. This session will explore the interface between science, bioethics, 
communication, and society. The importance of communication for fostering public acceptance 
and social license will be explored. This plenary session will serve as a platform for scientists, 
researchers, academics, and regulators to discuss science, innovative solutions, public acceptance, 
and policy development for bio-innovations in food, agriculture, and medicine. 
 
Confirmed speakers: Kevin Esvelt (MIT Media Lab, USA), Patricia Osseweijer (Delft University of 
Technology, Netherlands), Samantha Noll (Washington State University, USA) & Julius Ecuru 
(BioInnovate Africa, Kenya). 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6btrIkZ1FX0GASEEISk_67Zdic5XqkJ78ECsptsTjaudT6Z35_jQ6ABIeUp8Q8sDAu91-sj-LQwV4tyOn5Pr6K6w=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bqOqD3vLEKkR3rXNVnuusvMNayYkZiWxrJcMPHbGsK8jH1T6rmrxf6cQShA5BEHFGzhQXWvGgNNwoD_VFTexVLWrWLMCZoUYRoe58F-Aqazb&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==


 

Plenary session II: Risk analysis for persistent engineered genetic 
traits 

 
This session will focus on risk analysis for persistent engineered genetic traits. The environmental 
risk assessment framework for genetically modified (GM) crops is well-established and leverages 
problem formulation to understand potential pathways to environmental harm. Advancing 
problem formulation for GM crops with potentially persistent traits, e.g. herbicide-tolerant 
eucalyptus, disease-resistant banana, and drought-resistant sorghum, will be considered. Risk 
assessment and management of gene drives for disease and pest control is also critical for 
effective decision making. This plenary session will serve as a platform for scientists, researchers, 
academics, and regulators to discuss advances in science, risk analysis, and management for 
persistent engineered genetic traits. 
 
Confirmed speakers: Bill Powell (State University of New York, USA), Ana Cristina Pinheiro 
(FuturaGene, Brazil), James Dale (Queensland University of Technology, Australia), Lena Tripathi 
(International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Kenya), Camilla Beech (Cambea Consulting 
Ltd, UK), Joerg Romeis (Agroscope, Switzerland) & Muthu Bagavathiannan (Texas A&M University, 
USA). 
 

Plenary session III: Fit-for-purpose governance frameworks for 
sustainable bio-innovation 

 
This session will focus on the importance of fit-for-purpose governance frameworks for 
sustainable bio-innovation. The importance of flexible and adaptive data requirements, global 
regulatory harmonization, and science-based risk assessment will be discussed. Additionally, the 
role of public and private standards in the governance of biotechnology and the environmental 
and economic costs of delayed adoption of bio-innovation will be considered. This plenary session 
will serve as a platform for scientists, researchers, academics, and regulators to discuss science, 
risk analysis, governance frameworks and development for sustainable bio-innovation. 
 
Confirmed speakers: Hon Gerardine Mukeshimana (Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources, 
Rwanda), Jose Falck-Zepeda (IFPRI, USA), Bernadette Juarez (USDA, USA), Danilo Fernandez Rios 
(Universidad Nacional de Asuncion, Paraguay), Ann Njoki Kingiri (AfricaLics and ACTS, Kenya) & 
Stuart Smyth (University of Saskatchewan, Canada). 
 

Plenary session IV: Sustainable biotechnologies for a changing 
world 

 
This session will explore the importance of biotechnology for a sustainable future. Topics will be 
centered on the need for innovation and biotechnology to support food, agriculture and industry 
in the face of population increase, extreme weather, and changing climate. The need for 
modernized food systems and informed policies to enable biotechnology advancements (e.g. 
genetically modified crops, genome editing in plants and animals, biofortified foods, meat 
alternatives and cell-based meat products, and bioplastic alternatives) will be discussed. This 
plenary session will serve as a platform for scientists, researchers, academics, and regulators to 
discuss science, innovative solutions, public acceptance, and policy development for sustainable 
biotechnologies. 
 
Confirmed speakers: Ian Godwin (The University of Queensland, Australia), Judy Chamber (Program 
for Biosafety Systems, IFPRI, USA), Alyssa Whitcraft (NASA Harvest & University of Maryland, USA), 
Alison Van Eenennaam (University of California, Davis, USA) & Chris Davis (Impossible Foods, USA).  

 

ISBR2022 Photo Competition 

 

“Genetics for a healthier planet” 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bs6xiMuB2W2z_F4-VDpH5m4RY6GvShdjfqU9jhMHj7udlG4eHVPItz9yp9nNevjWmw3mt5tTOWCNEhZTMNvLZb-R32W6Cpn_qSP_ias7Qdu3UTh005g8sQ4=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==


 
As part of the 16th ISBR Symposium, we will be running a photo competition so you can help us 
find images that reflect the beauty, scientific excellence and diversity of the work done in genetics 
to make our planet healthier. We, therefore, invite all ISBR members and Symposium attendees to 
submit photographs for the contest. A selection of the photographs will be printed and displayed 
at the Symposium and may be used on the website or in ISBR promotional materials. Prizes will be 
given to the three best photographs. Win a 100 $US, 60 $US or 40 $US Amazon voucher! 
 
Images should be uploaded to the 2022 ISBR Photo Competition group in Flickr before 10 March 
2022. 

 

 

Deadlines - Important dates to the diary 

 

 

Other Useful Links 

 
PROGRAM AT A GLANCE 

 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

 
ABSTC-ISBR SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
REGISTRATION 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5ugYs8_29kfS8E51coPOhPCXwAodAjjiHwkOjrqLo8lD6OBoQNUFC9hWTM3YF55342l79q_sXE-18y5f057B0JGFw_Id7ydYNcJbFQELo12jk=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5u5zto9d4k8X48xRBgLLzhD_yumhWDMiHQkgXwMi5tSIbWJoqEW9mvA89doDueUaq3G6T1_LKGMfL_gC3XHti5ji5lcTMiB4RMA_hGxZdspoM=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5uq5EX4MS4FCuW6C3Yt1FBisJ-RE05tsT5HEjVJVVBbH8B8kHprDlGf7sapCtuAf4-xnc_ciXKERNCw57Y8ATd1ivSRHFssGICy66OGoWcvBM=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5u-yniA9E5NmsocwwXE04G-B7JfBxM5YDY1ZPkGZnVQWzskTB5CWI0fJmgxtwCyamzke6_BIXYWru2SArEbj-7BqA9LrVw2a5_iy8GoX4Euuo=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5uD7oVB49zJv4uDye1sQgO10GpX9bh5eA8pGI_p1zbOyiof6PDAW4X53OtKa1G3GjWYpBT5_-o4ubWs4Y6A1GKdyieSu6ZdH1CrpgF2zUeSho=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bnB1ReEtpZ5uhDCDNda1HADBeYC0rfHbDtzXHXSWTuqhOo3OTBTgrTf65rDjgq_GsaJKV4nRYdG8rLXyc8YYA6QAYfDx-_glkLtkCumBLCCPbF6osc2cbXg=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==


 

Please feel free to share this newsletter with all your contacts!! 

 

 
For further information email us at admin@isbr.info or follow us by clicking on the icons 

below 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

ISBR | 1010 Vermont Ave. NW, Suite 202, Washington, DC 20005 
 

 

 

mailto:admin@isbr.info
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVfY_F5sU9qU0NBDFpGIpZA0X8clVbDwW-nE3aqhqZYFumfpLYABr_rQSKRbNL09-AudAm1QZi13FmMSMhfYjqNNmsk-naD04yJrE5EyyxlWc=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVfY_F5sU9qU0NBDFpGIpZA0X8clVbDwW-nE3aqhqZYFumfpLYABr_rQSKRbNL09-AudAm1QZi13FmMSMhfYjqNNmsk-naD04yJrE5EyyxlWc=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVs_HhK11RKO4AH7Z6X7QwxcfwrjLji3wz0q4Vuw6yc-99inT8idFkrIqdlhylYdOKYay1j190bGivs6xKb6z9lOQUS90EQ_9P&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVs_HhK11RKO4AH7Z6X7QwxcfwrjLji3wz0q4Vuw6yc-99inT8idFkrIqdlhylYdOKYay1j190bGivs6xKb6z9lOQUS90EQ_9P&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVy_Dts0TnZbx32TkKFhzdqQKOyw3UQFzfmZgFTYsb2vuHHkap0QRViz--Q7sUfLnj3PSMHtPA4zJokcvYbivEfIzl017CaoXi&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bo6tFujskU3cMfEnq1ZxhP5_Eo4MbJhRQPAwZc9m1D6_IRsJ0nAWWi5dlWOqAC10nF_sAHxxeoJX8lqRL9NxQ0E=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVfY_F5sU9qU0NBDFpGIpZA0X8clVbDwW-nE3aqhqZYFumfpLYABr_rQSKRbNL09-AudAm1QZi13FmMSMhfYjqNNmsk-naD04yJrE5EyyxlWc=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bpVQOEfsR5KVs_HhK11RKO4AH7Z6X7QwxcfwrjLji3wz0q4Vuw6yc-99inT8idFkrIqdlhylYdOKYay1j190bGivs6xKb6z9lOQUS90EQ_9P&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMgsckriwcAaA70DOV0qrFpmZgahqj5JxKYeKQDUUYX9_lhQuqo6bqOqD3vLEKkRutFW3C_PvIZ59_hw6UCN05NntrPVFC0pOpf2cffklJwdxoymxoYBxrMh_UTxdWh19IjTTKPQv8Yj3CLtxl14Lp5cTv8ru6SkoHfN9j4SWSA=&c=vuIWYTvFpjQZxrV9Pw4GzrpkiJRuKFBNMPxx22073LLE5RzlGzEP6A==&ch=z5kIaKwViAjjTB2gOB32ZEE6cQdb726p7p0PWpsyVFwsPrS4lFSlFQ==

